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February 27, 2012
The Honorable Barack H. Obama
President of the United States
Dear President Obama, 

The Interfaith Mission for Peace and Understanding consists of 24 prominent leaders of the Abrahamic faith communities, representing both U.S. and Indonesian participants. Our delegation reflects the great religious diversity of the second and third largest democracies in the world. Collectively, we represent over a hundred million of people of faith in our respective countries. Our ten day journey includes meetings with public officials, religious leaders and civic leaders in Jakarta, Amman, Ramallah, Bethlehem, Jerusalem and Washington D.C.

The objectives of our interfaith mission are: a) to explore the ways in which faith can serve as a bridge to peace and understanding in a world challenged by rising religious extremism; and b) to  deepen the relationships between prominent U.S. and Indonesian faith leaders and leading political, diplomatic and NGO leaders in two key regions of the world so as to set the stage for future cultural, religious and intergroup exchanges that will enhance efforts to advance religious liberty and intergroup harmony in those regions. 

We share a common commitment to uphold the dignity of all human beings regardless of religion, nationality and gender.  We affirm the need for of all peoples, including those living in the Middle East, for dignity, peace, safety and security regardless of religion, race, or national origin. We believe that all countries in the world need to protect the rights of all within their borders, especially women and children, ensuring religious freedom, civil rights, and economic opportunity.  
 
We believe that faith can play an important role in building peace and harmony in diverse societies for it serves as a bridge to understanding, respect, and cooperation in a world challenged by intensified mistrust and prolonged conflicts. 

Education can help to promote an atmosphere of peace and mutual understanding regarding religious diversity and its value for the common good. Only through education can we advance democracy, pluralism, promote human rights and ensure religious freedom. 
Given that peace is one of the highest principles of the Abrahamic traditions we are pained to witness the ongoing conflict in the world and, in particular, in the Middle East, the birthplace of our common ancestor, Abraham. We call on all parties to that conflict to work vigorously toward a just and lasting peace. 
We commit ourselves to use our positions of influence to reaffirm that religions can and should support peaceful co-existence, reconciliation and respect between people of all faiths. We affirm our commitment to engage with one another, with faith leaders in the Middle East and with leading political figures and NGO leaders around the world to set the stage for future cultural exchanges that will enhance efforts for the advancement of civilization.
The United States plays a singular role in the world with an ability to be a catalyst for peace in the Middle East. We urge you to exert all the influence of your office to advance that objective.  

	Dr. H. Slamet Effendy Yusuf, M. Si
Chairman of PB. Nahdlatul Ulama

Chairman, Indonesia Delegation
	Mohammad Syamsi Ali

Imam, Jamaica Muslim Center (NY)
Chairman of the Indonesian Muslim Community

	K.H. Maman Abdurrahman

General Chairman of PP. Persatuan Islam
(Islamic Union)

Professor, Islamic University of Bandung
	Rev. Dr. Carroll A. Baltimore, Sr.

President, Progressive National Baptist Convention

	Albertus Boedisoesanto

Director, Realino Study Institute – Yogyakarta


	Rev. Chloe Breyer

Executive Director, The Interfaith Center of New York

	Rev. Tjahjadi Nugroho Damaris

Chairman, Indonesian Pastors Association
	Rabbi Stephen Gutow

President, Jewish Council for Public Affairs

	Rev. Richard Daulay

Director, School of Theology - Cipanas, West Java
	Imam Yahya Hendi

President Clergy Beyond Borders; 

Muslim Chaplain, Georgetown University

	Luluk Nur Hamidah

Director, Ahimsa Society Foundation
Vice-Secretary General-National Awakening Party
	Rabbi Peter Knobel

Past President

Central Conference of American Rabbis (Reform)

	Abdul Djamil 
Institute of Islamic Studies
	Rabbi Asher Lopatin

Anshe Emet B’nai Sholom Congregation (Orthodox)

	K.H. Noer Muhammad Iskandar

Director of Assidiqiyah Islamic Boarding School
	Fr. Donald Rooney

President, Catholic Association of Diocesan Ecumenical and Interreligious Officers,

Bishop’s Committee for Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs (USSCB)

	Fr. Ignatius Ismartono

Director of Volunteer Community “Friends of Humanity”
	Rabbi Julie Schonfeld

Executive Vice-President, 

Rabbinical Assembly of America (Conservative)

	Siti Syamsiyatun

Director of Indonesian Consortium for Religious Studies, State Islamic University of Yogya
	Dr. Sayyid M. Syeed

National Director, Office of Interfaith and Community Affairs, Islamic Society of North America

	Dr. Nasaruddin Umar
Director, Institute of Qur’anic Studies
	Rev. Karen Georgia A. Thompson

Minister for Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations, United Church of Christ

	Abdul Rahim Yunus

Vice Chairman, Indonesian Ulema Council of South Sulawesi
	Rev. Dr. Gilbert Velez

Chairman, National Hispanic Christian Leadership Conference


Rabbi Sidney Schwarz

Director, Interfaith Mission for Peace and Understanding







