Interfaith Mission for Peace and Understanding

A Historic Spiritual Journey of Indonesian and American Religious Leaders from the Abrahamic Faith Traditions to Indonesia and the Middle East 
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INTRODUCTION

In September 2009 President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono delivered a speech at Harvard University titled “Towards Harmony among Societies”.  In this speech, the President called upon the international community to reach a “confluence of civilization” instead of a “clash of civilization” in the 21st Century.  President Yudhoyono emphasized his belief that “we can fundamentally change and evolve the way civilizations, religions and cultures interact,” to achieve “inter-civilizational unity and world peace.” 

However, the President also stated that we can only achieve tolerant and harmonious global relations if the believers of the three major Abrahamic Religions - Islam, Christianity and Judaism – are forward-looking and work together to set a new history distinct from the past centuries.  The President’s speech received a very positive response from academic, political, diplomatic and religious circles.

President Yudhoyono’s vision of religious harmony among the believers of the major Abrahamic faiths also needs to be reflected in diplomatic relations, particularly within the context of the Arab-Israeli conflict which is currently still facing a deadlock.

This is why the Indonesian Embassy in Washington D.C. is proud to organize the Interfaith Mission for Peace and Understanding. This delegation of American religious leaders from the three Abrahamic faith traditions will travel with Ambassador Dino Patti Djalal to Indonesia where they will join with a counterpart delegation of Indonesian religious leaders.  Before coming to his diplomatic posting in the U.S., Dr. Djalal was a senior advisor to Indonesian President Yudhoyono. The delegation will then travel together to Jordan, the Palestinian Authority and Israel.  
The primary purpose of this mission will be to deliver a spiritual message that promotes peace and harmony in place of conflict and violence among civilizations and individuals of different faiths.   

WHY AMERICA AND INDONESIA?  

As the world’s second and third largest democracies, America and Indonesia have strong traditions of multicultural diversity and religious freedom.  The U.S. continues to be a beacon for freedom and democracy around the world and due to its influential role in Arab-Israeli relations, an interfaith-delegation from America would have particular resonance in the Middle East.  Such an interfaith delegation from the U.S. would also underline the fact that the Arab-Israeli conflict is not a religious conflict.  

As the largest Muslim-majority country in the world, Indonesia has shown that Islam, democracy and modernity are not only compatible, but that they can actually thrive together.  An interfaith delegation from Indonesia would emphasize our desire and intention to serve as a model and catalyst for a tolerant brand of Islam.  

We are not under the illusion that such an interfaith mission will be able to solve all the problems in the Middle East or alleviate all the conflicts and tensions that exist between people of different faiths.  Nevertheless, we strongly believe that this interfaith delegation of Indonesian and American religious leaders will send a strong signal that religion can be a force for peace and understanding in the world if we build bridges and relationships between people of different faiths.  
MISSION GOALS   
The Interfaith mission will have three primary goals: 
1. Explore the ways in which faith can serve as a bridge to peace and understanding in a world challenged by rising religious extremism. 

2. Deepen relationships between prominent American and Indonesian faith leaders and leading political, diplomatic and NGO leaders in two key regions of the world so as to set the stage for future cultural, religious and intergroup exchanges that will enhance efforts to advance religious liberty and intergroup harmony in those regions. 

3. Build close personal relationships within the delegation itself and a commitment to advance the principles of religious pluralism and intergroup harmony. The group will then play an ongoing advocacy role in the public square supporting those principles. 

DELEGATION MEMBERS:

The delegation will consist of clergy of national prominence who represent significant constituencies. We will choose religious leaders who have demonstrated a deep commitment to principled action in the world free of government influence, pressure and manipulation. Members of the delegation will also be leaders who respect religious diversity and who are committed to interfaith harmony, tolerance and understanding. The delegation will number approximately 25 individuals. Half of the delegation will be U.S.-based while the other half of the delegation will be from Indonesia. All expenses of this mission will be covered as the delegation will be the guests of the Indonesian Ambassador to the United States, Dr. Dino Djalal. 
PROGRAM:

The mission is being planned in consultation with ISNA (the Islamic Society of North America), The Telos Group (a study tour company with extensive experience and contacts in the Middle East), and Rabbi Sid Schwarz, a leading voice in the field social justice and interfaith relations. Rabbi Schwarz will also accompany the delegation and will plan and facilitate the educational components of the mission. 
In each country on the itinerary, the delegation will meet with major political leaders (including heads of state), faith leaders, and NGO’s and activists that are working to advance peace, intergroup understanding and interfaith harmony. In each location the delegation will also interact with media outlets to maximize the impact of their visit. There is an expectation that members of the delegation will find ways to advance the goals of the mission upon return to the United States. 
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For further information contact Rabbi Sid Schwarz, rabbisid2@gmail.com or Adam Tugio adamMtugio@embassyofindonesia.org. 
