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December 12, 2008 
 
To Funders and Prospective Funders of PANIM’s Interdenominational Rabbinical Student 
Retreats, c/o Rabbi Sid Schwarz  
  
    It is my pleasure to write a letter of endorsement on behalf of PANIM's Rabbinical 
Student Retreats. I had the privilege and delight to serve on the faculty of the most recent 
retreat, November 20 - 23, 2008. Although I had never attended this sort of retreat before, 
and did not know exactly what to expect, I came away from it deeply impressed. There 
were several important benefits that the students derived from our time together, benefits 
that are uniquely available in this kind of intimate, and interdenominational setting. 
     
    Foremost, the students became acquainted with  people form other seminaries and 
movements who will be their rabbinic colleagues in the years ahead. As one who believes 
firmly that the future of the American Jewish community depends upon all of the 
movements working in sync and functioning as resources for one another, these contacts 
are invaluable. And well beyond the establishment of these contacts per say, the Retreat 
gave the students insight into how rabbis of other movements think, endowing them with 
enhanced capacity to interact with whomever their future colleagues may turn out to be.  
  
    In addition, the students derived great benefit from interacting with the faculty 
members, all of whom have spent considerable time in the professional rabbinate. Both on 
an informal basis throughout the retreat, and in a scheduled way on Shabbat afternoon, 
the students posed questions, shared concerns, and sought help in terms of articulating 
their personal visions of the rabbinate.  
  
    Finally, the sessions themselves explored concrete, specific, and practical issues that 
face any rabbi in any congregational setting. I am confident that these are issues that are 
rarely, if ever, directly addressed in Rabbinical School curricula, thus providing eye-
opening instruction and generating extremely thoughtful discussion among the students.  
  
    I would be happy to answer any questions you might have about the PANIM 
Rabbinical Student Retreat, and I am hopeful that you can help to keep them going.  
  
    Thank you,  

  
    Rabbi Yosef Kanefsky 
 
  
  
  



 

 

 
December 4, 2008/7 Kislev 5769 

 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
As the Director of the New York RE-IMAGINE Project, I witness the need for synagogues to 
become twenty-first century fulcrums for Jewish life. The Experiment in Congregational 
Education has worked with over 70 congregations across the country to support the 
transformation needed to nurture the Jewish people in their search for meaning and connection. 
We have learned a key difference between congregations that try something new only to return 
to their usual products and patterns and those making a positive difference in the lives of their 
congregants. Repeatedly, we see, a key difference is rabbinic leadership.  
 
Rabbi Sid Schwartz’s fall retreat: Re-imagining the American Synagogue is an opportunity for 
rabbinical students to learn the practical skills of a Jewish change leader. In 2006 and 2007, I 
was fortunate to be faculty on the retreat that brings students from across the denominations to 
conversations about common cause: Creating synagogues that nurture the lives of congregants. 
 
Students expressed great appreciation for focused time to learn the skills they know they need, 
but have few if any opportunities to learn. How do I develop and express a compelling vision for 
synagogue life for the new century? How do I engage lay leaders as partners in creating a 
synagogue that matters? What are the tachlis things I can do to make the difference we need? 
These are some of the essential questions that rabbinical students grapple with in a safe and 
supportive environment during the retreat.   
 
Funders need to consider where dollars will have a positive impact.  Be confident that the Panim 
retreats are a worthy investment. Every field from the auto industry to government to synagogues 
demands innovation. The world has changed dramatically in a short period of time. Rabbis must 
be leaders in innovation. These retreats are fire starter for a generation of rabbis who embrace 
their new charge and are equipped to meet it. 
 
It has been my pleasure to work Rabbi Schwartz. His passion and real life experience assure the 
quality of each retreat. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Cyd Weissman 






